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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS * £ 4WW 



1. (Currently amended) A method for introducing a drag reducer Into a fluid stream 
comprising admixing the components of a drag reducer to fonn an incipient drag 
reducer and injecting the incipient drag reducer into the fluid stream wtofein under 
conditions such that the incipient drag reducer forms a drag reducer oompononto ore 
odmixod ottho olto of j D_the fluid stream. 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein the fluid stream is in a pipeline. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 2 wherein the fluid stream is a hydrocartson 
stream. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 3 wherein the hydrocart)on stream is the product 
of passing a hydrocarbon stream from a geological formation through a desalter. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 3 wherein the hydrocarbon stream is the product 
of passing a hydrocarbon stream from a geological fomiation through a dehydrator. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 3 wherein the hydrocarbon stream is 
the product of passing a hydrocarbon stream from a geological formation through a 
desalter and g.dehydrator. 

7. (Cun-ently amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein the component^ of the 
Inclpiont drag reducer io prepared by admixing at l oaot two componontc whoroin the 
matorialc of the drag rodufT"r fcrmnHtinn rii>f i rinri hntwoon tho at looot two 
componont; have been first combined to form a smaller n umber of components, and 
then the smaller number of components are adm ixed to form the incipient drao reducer. 
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8. (Currently annended) The method of Claim 7 wherein the at loaot two smaller 
number of c omponents can b e are_admlxed In varying ratios to produce an incipient 
drag reducer having varying properties. 

9. (Original) The mettiod of Claim 8 wherein the incipient drag reducer is Injected at 
varying rates. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 8 wherein the ratio of the drag reducer 
components is varied according to the properties of the fluid stream. 

11. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 9 wherein the rate of injection of the 
incipient drag reducer is varied according to the rate of flow of the fluid flew-stream. 

12. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 7 wherein the incipient drag reducer 
is prepared by admixing two components. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 12 wherein a_first drag reducer 
component fe -comprises an aluminum monocarboxylate in a hydrocarbon solvent, made 
from a fetty add having firom 6 to 54 carbon atoms^ and *e-a_seccmd drag reducer 
component ie- comprises a carboxylic add having from 6 to 54 carbon atoms. 

14. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 12 wherein gjirsit drag reducer 
component is oomprises an aluminum dicarboxylate in a hydrocarbon solvent, made 
from a fatty acid having from 6 to 54 carbon atoms^ and th^second drag reducer 
component iB comprises a carlwxylic add having from 6 to 54 carbon atoms. 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein the drag reducer components are 
admixed at sut)-ambient temperatures. 

16. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein the drag reducer components are 
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admixed at supra-ambient temperatures. 

17. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for Introducing a drag redu cer mto a fluid stream 
comprising at least two sources of drao reducing com ponents, at least two metering 
devices for combining a predetermined ratio of the drag re ducing components, at least 
nne mixing device, and at least one exit from th e at least one mixing device. 

18. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the apparatus additionally 
comprises a computer as a local controller. 

19. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein tfie controller is a SENTRY 
SYSTEM. 

20. (Withdrawn) The annaratus of C laim 17 wherein at least one flow meter is a 
positive displacement flow meter. 
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